











THE 


WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 





For MONDAY, Angust 17, 1812. 





A British Officer's wee of the Storming of Ba- 
jor. 


Camp before Badajoz, 5th April, 1812. 


MY DEAR FRIEND, . 


Arrived here a few days since, with a detachment, by Villa 

Franca, Santarem, Thomar, Abrantes, and Elvas. We 
marched fourteen days up a hilly country, about eighteen miles 
aday, without hahing. The Portuguese behaved tolerably well, 
but “they usually put on a most forbir'ding aspect when pre- 
sented with a billet, (looking like som* people in England 
when they receive a Jawyer’s bill,) vet [ met with good accom- 
modations in general, except at Abranies. An opinion is very 
prevalent aisong the common Portuguese that they are under 
no obligation to us; : they therefore make their market of us, 
and will ‘be sorry whenever the war is finished. _ The more 
enlightened think, however, very differently ; their. soldiers 
improve much ; and we have two fine regiments with us. 

We expect to storm Badajoz to-night in three separate 
places, so I shall soon see real service ; and it is expected to be 
very sharp work unless they surrender, which is.not likely, as 
General Philippon is a very determined fellow. .The French 
seem, however, to be short of powder and shot; or perhaps 
they are reserving it for us to-night. ‘Fhey fire a shell or 
Vol. 52. 5 E bomb 
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bomb about every two minutes, while we keep up a constant 
fire upon ihe breaches and upon the town. 





Alvaon, 15th April, 


[ now proceed to give you aa account of the storming of 
Badajoz. 

Ateight o'clock at night, on Monday the 6th of April, we 
were formed without knapsacks, and in half an hour marched 
in an indirect liné towards thé tewn, undér strict’ orders 
** that nota whisper should be heard!” Part of the 5th divi. 
sion were to attack the town on the south side, while the third 
divisiov,to which | was attached, with their ladders, were to 
scale the citadel, and the rest were to assault the grand 
breach. 

[ procured a soldier’s jacket, a firelack; | sixty round of ball. 
cartridges, and was onthe right of my company. 

But, before I proceed, [ will give you some information which 
I have since obtained, to. shew you where, and to what, 
we were going! The governor is allowed to be one of the 
best engineers in the French service, and he has so proved 
himself; thaugh our fire was continued at the breach, he 
had pieces of wood fastened into the “ground, with sword 
blades and bayonets fixed to them, slanting outwards ; behind 
this a chevaur de frieze was chained at both ends across 
the breach 5 the beam of it about a foot square, with points on 
all sides projecting about a yard from the centre, and behind 
that was a trench four feet wide and four deep. : Covering ail 
these, soldiers were planted eight deep, the two first ranks to 
fire ‘as fast as thev could, and those "belind ‘to load. far 
them. Thus prepared, he told the men, “if they stuck to ther 
posts, all the troops:‘in the world could not enter.” ‘Trenches 
were also dug about fifty yards round the breach in case 
we {did get in! In short the oldest officers say that no place 
has been defended with so much science and resolution in our 
times, 

On the march all was silem, éxcept that our cannon kept up 
theit fire at the breaches, “till we got within « quarter of 
a mile of the town, when there were two or three fire-balls throws 
from it in different directions, one of which falling close 
to us, we silently whispered to cach other, “ Now it wilt 
begin !” As the first division of our troops approached the 
place, the whole town appeared as if it' were one mine, every 
yard throwing out bombs, cannon! balls, &e. Ke. grape-shot 
and musket-halls flying also inevery direction. On the fire-balls 
striking near us, we moved out of tle road to the green- 
sward, but tlie cannon-balls hissed by us along the grass, and 
the musquets-bulls flew like hail about our beads; we imime> 
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disiely began, therefore, to run forward, ’till we were within 
about a hundred yards of the bridge across the first diteh, 
and then the balls came so thick that, as near as | ean judge, 
iwenty must have passed in the space of a minute, within a 
ardof my head. 

While we were running on the grass, one or two men drop- 
pedevery minute, and were left behind; bat now tlicy feil 
faster. When we cameto the bridge, which was about two 
yards wide, and twelve yards long, the balls came so thick 
that I had no expectation of getting across alive. We then 
began toascend the hill, and were as crowded as people in a 
fair. We had to creep upon our hands and knees, the ascent 
being so steepand rocky; and while creeping my brother-officet 
received a ball in the brain, and fell dead! Having got up this 
rock, we came to some palisadoes, within about twenty 
yards of the wall; these we broke down, but behind them was 
aditch three feet deep, and just behind that a flat space 
about six yards broad, and then a hill thrown up eight feet 
high. ‘These passed, we approached a second ditch, and then 
the wall, which was twenty-six feet high, against which we 
planted six or seven ladders. 

The hill is much like that at Greenwich, about as steep and as 
high, Just as I passed the palisadoed ditch, there came a 
discharge of grape-shot from a twenty-four pounder, directly 
into that flat space, and about twelve fine fellows sunk upon 
the ground, uttering a groan that shook the oldest soldier tothe 
soul. Ten of them never rose again, and the nearest of them 
was within a foot of me, and the farthest not four yards dis- 
tant. It swept away all within its range. The next three or 
four steps [ took, was upon this heap of dead! You read 
of the horrors of war, yet little understand what they mean ! 

When I got over this bill (the escarpment) into the ditch, 
under the wall, the dead and woanded Jay so thick that I was 
continually treading upon them. A momentary pause took 
place about the time we reached the ladders, occasioned [ ap- 
prehend by the grape-shot, and by the numbers killed from off 
the ladders; but all were soon up, and formed again in the road 
(the covered way) just over the wall. We now cheered four or 
five times! When we had entered the citadel, which was di- 
rectly afier we had sealed the wall, no shot came amongst us ; 
the batteries there had been silenced before we were over, and 
we formed opposite the two gateways, with orders to “ let ne 
force break through us.” [ was in the front rank ! 

As soon as Philippon heard that we were in the citadel, 


he otdered two thousand men “ to retake it at all events ;” 


but, when he was told that the whole of the third division had 
gotin, “ Then,” suid he, “ give up the town.” 
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One battery fired about two hours after we were in, but 
those near the breach were quiet in half an hour, part of 
the fifth division which got in on the south having silenced 
them. The attack upon the breach failed; it was renewed, 
second time ; and again a third time, with equally bad fortune, 
which made Lord Wellington say, “ The third division has 
saved my honour, and gained the town.” 

We continuediunder arms all night. About fifty prisoners 
were made in the citadel. Philippon withdrew into Fort 
St. Christoval, and most of the cavalry escaped by the Sully 
Port. By the laws of war we were allowed to kill all we found, 
and our soldiers declared they would do so; but an English. 
man cannot kill in cold blood ! 

Our regiment did not fire a gun the whole time. I saw one 
instance of bravery on the part of the French, just before the 
grape-shot came; eight or ten Frenchmen were standing on 
the battery, No. 32; one of our regiments fired and killed one 
or two of them, but the rest stood like statues ; they kept on 
firing ’tiJl there were but two left, when, one of them being 
shot, the other jumped down, 

The town is about the size of Northampton; all the houses 
near the breach were completely battered down, and most of 
the others damaged. 

Inthe morvinug | returned to the camp, and by day-light re- 
traced my steps of the night before. Iyevery place [ passed a 
great many wounded ; | saw eight or ten shot through the face, 
and their heads a mass of cloued blood, many with limbs 
shattered, mauy shot through the body, aud groaning most 
piteously? I found the body of my brother officer on the hill, 
his pantaloons, sword, epaulet, and hat, taken away : the dead 
Jay stretched outin every form, some had been dashed to pieces 
by bombs, many had been stripped naked, and others had 
been rolled in: the dust, with blood aud dirt sticking all over 
them! 

When I came to the spot where the grape-shot first struck 
us, the bodies lay very thick! but even there they bore no 
comparison to the. heaps in the breach, where they lay one 
upon another two or three deep, and many in the ditch were 
half out and balf in the water! 

I shall now give you my feelings through the whole affair, 
and [ have no doubt when you read this you will feel si- 
milarly. 1 marched towards the town in good spirits; and, 
when the balls began to come thick about me, [ expected every 
one would strike me: as they increased, | regarded them less; 
at the bottom of the hill | was quite inured to danger, and 
could have marched to the cannon’s mouth. When the 
grape-shot came, I suffered more for those who fell than for 
inyself; and, when I first trod upon the dead heaps, it was horrie 
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ble! In the next twenty or thirty steps L trod upon many more 
dead, but each impression became less terrible ! 





You see then that I have literally been within a few inches 
of death,—upon the very verge of eternity! With you, when 
two.or three of your acquaintance die, you say, “‘ These are 
awful times, death has been very busy !” Here he was busy in- 
deed !! Of three officers, with whom I dined that day, one was 
killed, and another severely wounded, yet not a hair of my head 
has been hurt! 1 am indeed in better health than ever I was 
in my life. 








Remarks on Poland, Livonia, and Russia. 


[From a Work lately Published, entitled “ Statistical Details of 
Various Countries.”] 


OLAND, including Livonia, is designed by nature to be 

the fairest Country in Europe. Its forests extend over 
handreds of miles ; its rivers are vast, rapid, and broad : of its 
corn lands much will be fully described. In its forests Mr. 
Brooks, the celebrated collector of rare and undescribed 
animals, led during three years a savage, romantic, wild life. He 
slept with his company of one hundred Polanders, under trees 
or in their branches: he drew his provision from the beasts of 
the chace which be pursued and took. Hares and pheasants, 
so valuable in England, are incredibly abundant in a region 
so thinly peopled. Mr. Brooks literally swept the woods 
with one hundred followers and troops of dogs. His followers 
received no wages but brandy and tobacco: their time was of 
no value, and hunting was the pastime or the business of their 
life. 

The interval which lies between the wide forests is laid 
outin corn, and the corn is most prolific. From the summits 
of their few hills the scenery is rich and delightful. A 
region of 30 miles (of fields or inclosures they have no know- 
ledge,) is frequentiy covered, within one view, with a wav- 
ing harvest. The villages are distant, and the villagers (as in 
Ireland, or southern France), mutually migrate, to assist a 
neighbouring hamlet; they sleep in that harvest-land, and 
nove in a circuit through the country: without such 
reciprocal assistance, the present quantities of Polish corn, 
could not be raised or exported. The climate, in autumn, is 
hot; rain during three months is not known; the wheat is 
shorn, but is noi stacked or sheaved, ’till it be sledged to the 
peasant’s warehouse and threshery. Yet it is there so ad- 
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mirably dried, as to be preserved from heating or mildew, and 
to be proper for food at the end of ten years; the grain pre- 
served so great a length of time, would not produce as seed. 
Of wheat an infinite mass ‘could be cultivated, if the tillers 
were encouraged and rewarded. But in this fertile district all 
the natives, from the despotic, or feudal nature of their laws, 
are incredibly poor. 

Their huts: are hovels, without a chimney ; black with the 
soot of the fire from wood. Pigs and horses are permitted 
(as.in the Hebrides and [reland) to sleep in the only room, and 
upon the bodies of the sleeping children. “Till six years of 
age the infants run naked around the houses; ‘till the second 
year the nurse even in the wealthier, or Russian families; 
supplies the child of her employer with milk through the 
nipple of a cow’s udder, bought in the market, and fre- 
quently renewed. The infant is only dressed and washed 
before some holiday. No stockings are seen on the legs of 
the women ; no stays or ligaments are used. The bread is so 
rough, that straws way be drawn out from it when it is baked. 
The English sailors when they are wrecked, though a class 
of men tutored to hardships, are with difficulty persuaded, 
by hunger, to feast ata Polish table. The poorer travellers 
through Poland and Livonia, ascend an ill-made heavy wag- 
gon ; straw is their bed, and a skin their canopy, and water, 
oil,and salt, with bread, their only feod at the few inns. As 
the tracks (for high roads and turnpikes are unknown) are re- 
paired with rude uneven trunks of trees, the very sledges of 
the rich jolt most harshly. Travclling is here inconceivably 
irksome; yet the clerks and factors of the English manufae- 
turers, ride over thousands of miles in an annual circle, to col- 
lect orders for goods: below Moscow, the roads are as vile as 
in Poland. 

From Petersburg indeed, fo Hamburg, a gradation is to be 
ebserved in civilized manners. Russia is brutish; the men 
and women in the cities sleep ander an archway, or a 
coach-stand, covered with snow, and careless of modesty: the 
fragments of fish bones, and train oil had been their meal: the 
peasants of Livonia suffer with brutal manners all the horrors 
of subjugation to oppressive tyrants ; a servitude personal and 
predial. 

Personal slavery is a novel sound to a free-born Briton. A 
Polish baron, or proprietor, will pass by a hovel filled with the 
ehildren of his boors, and will offer an Englishman any of 
the boys or girls in exchange for a pointer dug! The noblesse 
make presenis of full-grown men. A good serf is valued at a 
ruble. Tillage is dreadfully discouraged by this nefarious 
system. The poor man inquires, “ Why should [ labour ? why 
asnass wealth ? [ must still bea slave: my profits may still be 
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seized by my lord-proprictor-: L-still cannot rise. in society.” 
The same reasoning was heard by Chenier in Morocco, by Volaey 
in Syria, by Bernier in Mogulstan; the insecurity of wealth 
checked the industry of individuals. A Polish Jew emigrated 
to England ; he hid been taxed asa Jew: he had paid mech 
tothe Russ government, more to the Polish Jord: he had 
enjoyed no civil right: no justice could be obtained: the 
noble aggressors (as in feudal Scotland) were the judges. The 
fésident Jews are still however numerous; they are the 
innkeepers, the money changers, the itinerant shopmen, 
the interpreters, They speak the kindred dialects of the 
Sclavonic, and by the Turkish language they traffic with 
the Tartars, Calmucs, and Turkmen; with all South-Asiatic 
Russia. 

The Poles hate the Russians, and curse their government 
with peculiar energy before an Englishman. Since the Rus- 
sian conquest, the old modes of commerce are continued. Aad 
it is a curious scene to behold the floats of timber sailing dow: 
ariver, in which is no tide, no sweil, no current but to 
the north, and reaching Revel; men, women, and families, 
sleep in wooden -houses on its top: in the winter, they had 
dragged the trees to the river, bad slept under the snow,.and 
the sheep-skin garments had repelled wie cold: in spring, 
their cargo falls down-with the icy masses, and the raft is sold, 
as no bout ean ever ascend the sapid stream. Some of the 
Polish rivers pass through the Pressian. domain; through a 
country of tillage more improved, and through cities more 
informed. ‘These rafis. too visit Denmark, a kingdom ia 
which the proud haughty citizen dines on oil and bread, yes 
wears rufiles at his hands! [tis difficult to determine which of 
these four mations are the happies! ; the Russian in his indo- 
lence and brutishness; or the Pole in his ignorance and 
licentions concubinage; or the Prussian by bis riches and 
laxation; orthe Dane with his infatuated insolence, aud his 
science. ’ 








] R. MOYES, in his unpublished lectures, has the fol- 

lowing curivus observation on tea :—Having mentioned 
this substance, it may be proper to observe that this plant 
has generally been mistaken by naturalists; the green and 
blaew (so spelt in the lectures), ieas are said to differ, not only 
inthe ume and maoner of gathering and drying them, bur, 
in fact, the y are two different species of leaves, growing upon 
different shrubs: tea, properly so called, has no flavour by 

6 itself : 
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itself: but, in.observing narrowly. any parcel of tea, you will 
find two kinds. of leaves, one. of them are those of the teg 
plant, the other the leaves of a.plant, called by the Chinese 
qua-ki, which gives the tea all its agreeable, favour. This 
l have tried myself: having carelally got picked out all the 
leaves of the qua-ki.from a parcel of tea, I have infused the 
remainder, and found the. taste only a disagreeable bitter, 
This [ am persuaded is the cause why the, attempts made to 
produce tea in other countries than China have failed. The 
tea plant was indeed procured, but the mixture of the qua-ki 
overlooked. 





MR. TIPPLE’S EXTRAORDINARY CASE. 





TO THE EDITOR OF THE NATIONAL REGISTER. 


Sir, 


A Variety of spurious reports respecting this, gentleman’s 
singular accident having been circulated, I embrace this 
opportunity of setting this matter ina proper light, being well 
acquainted with all the circumstances of the case. On the 13th 
of last June, Mr. Tipple drove the single-horse chaise of his 
friend J. Overton, esq. to the Forest-gate, West Ham, where 
he arrived about nine o’clock in the evening. He then pro- 
ceeded to unliarness the horse, by taking the bridle off before 
he had liberaied the horse from the chaise, incautiously placing 
himself between the off shaft and an angle of the chaise-house, 
at which instant the horse moved towards the stable door op- 
cC and the shaft of the chaise struck Mr. Tipple under the 
eft arm, and the horse continuing to advance, the shaft was 
forced through his body. It cameoutimmediately under his right 
arm, and entered. the Chaise-house about six inches, passing 
through an exterior feather-edged board, and carrying away the 
interior lining. In thissituation Mr. Tipple remained two or three 
minutes pinned to the chaise-house, ’till his cries attracted the 
attention of two gentlemen, one of whom seized the borse by 
the nose, backed him, and with care and promptitude drew the 
shaft from the body, which ii had entered from the end, to the 
first fug, 21 inches. Mr. Tipple then walked into the house, and 
up two pair of stairs into his chamber. Medical assistance was 
procured in eight winutes, and he was bled. Sir Wm. Blizzard 
was with him, in somewhat less than two hours after the ac- 
cident, who, on understanding the nature of the accident, ree 
commended it to Mr, Tipple to settle his affairs, and gave it as 
his opinions to the friends of Mr. Tipple that it was impossible 
for him to survive. Contrary, however, to all expectation and 
9 experience, 
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experience, Mr. Tipple, through the unremitting assistance of 
Sir W. Blizzard, and the judicious means resorted to in the first 
instance by Dr. Maddens, has, within the space of four weeks, 
from the time of the accident, so far recovered as to be able to 
walk about. ° 

A case so extraordinary and unprecedented could not at the 
firstbe received by the faculty as that which was intitled to 
credit. To remove every doubt on the subject Sir W. Blizzard 
called a meeting of eighteen of the principal medical men in 
London, to see the wounds before they quite healed, who have 
all been satisfied that the shaft went through the cavity of the 
chest from side toside. Mr. Thomas, the anatomist; Sir Jas. 
Earl, Ashley Cooper, Thos. Blizzard, Drs. Parkinson (senior 
and junior) Drs. Scott, Norris, Abernethy, Dallaway, Wilson, 
and Arkness, are among those who attended on this occasion. 
On Saturday, July 18th, five magistrates attended to see the 
wounds, and take the depositions of the two gentlemen, on 
oath, who extricated Mr. Tipple from bis perilous situation(who 
was also sworn himself as to the fact of the shaft having gone 
completely through him). Mr. Tipple is now capable of retura- 
ing to town without inconvénience, except fatigue, and appears 
in astate of perfect convalescence, to the joy of his family, and 
an extensive circle of friends. 

The extraordinary nature of this case will, I trust, be an 
apology for the length of this letter. Au accident of the kind 
was never known to take place before which was not followed 
by almost immediate death. On this account | have thought 
it necessary to be more particular than I otherwise should 
have been in giving the names, &c. of persons who can speak 
tothe truth of this statement. It ought, perhaps, to be ob- 
served, that though his medical assistants have done much for 
Mr. Tipple, yet nature has done more, and his rapid recovery 
isin a great degree ascribed to the fortitude and serenity which 
have marked his deportment ever since the accident. 


I am, Sir, your obedient bumble servant, 


T. PAXTON, 


INTERESTING TRIALS.’ 


DEVONSHIRE SUMMER ASSIZES. 
COOKE against HARRIS AND OTHERS. 


\ R. SERJEANT LENS led this cause, the question in 
4 which was, whether a waste adjoining to the plaintufi'’s 
Vol. 52. 5 I estate, 
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estate, W ortham, belonged to him, or was parcel of the manor 
of Lifton, of which Mrs. Harris, one of the defendants, was 
seised in trust for her son, a minor. The serjeant observed, 
that the waste in dispute could not have been of any great 
value or use to the defendant, but that it was very material 
to the plais tiff, who bad been "tempted by its beauty and its 
contigyity to his mansion, to wake au entrance to an intended 
iodge, by a uew road through an avenue of trees which the 
defendant had ordered to be cut down. ‘The serjeant regretted 
Uiat a matter so trivial should have been so conducted bythe 
defendant, whose conduct he imputed to the bad advice 
which he said. he must presume she had re ceived on the occa- 
sion ; as plaintiff, even if he Tapia not (as he contended he 
Should demonstt rate, by the clearest and most incontrovertible 

evidence,) establish. a legal title to the spot, wou ld have readily 
paid an acknowledg rment for the use of the new road and 
avenue, if the defei ndant had been entitled to it. That Mrs, 
Harris should have been advised to have taken another course, 
but that ha ‘ing suffered herself to be thas grossly deceived 
and misled, she must now personal! 'y answer in perans ry da. 
mages to the plaiutiff for what sie had done, but that it 
woul ld, however, be im; possible for age to make an adequate 
reparation for the inj ry which the plaintiff had sustained by 
tue cutting down his trees, and thereby destroying the beauty 
of the entrance to his intended lodge. The serjeant then pro- 
ceeded to give evidence of what he said must be considered 
unequivocal acts of ownership by those from whom the plaintiff 
deduced his title. Mr. Jekyll warmly repelled and success. 
fully retorted the charge of improper conduct imputed to Mrs, 
Harris; he said that it had already appeared in the course of 
the trial, that she was not only a trustee, but a mother; 
that in the latter capacity she had been called on by natural 
duty, and in the former by that i wposed on her as a guardian, 
to protect her son’s interest. The plaintifi, on a proper applica- 


tion, might have liad the road and avenue, of which the court 
had heard so much, for a pepper-cora rent. The real question 
now was, the matter of right,acd he would undertake to pour 
forth such a body of evidence in answer to that which bad 
been given for the plaiatiti, as w suild leave no doubt on the 
minds of the jury respecting the Ute that he then liad to sup- 
port; that he would shew that the defendant and her son’s 
ancestors had been the lords of the manor and hundred of 
Liftou from the reign of Edward the Gth; that he would pro- 
duce acharter of Queen Elizabeth, under the great seal of Eng- 


laud, by which they had been further confirmed to his family ; 
that during x that period they bad possessed all the wastes of the 
manor and hundred ; that a title so derived and asserted was 


not to be shaken and beat down by asiring of ragged evidencry 
adduced 
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adduced to give the colour of right to acts of pillage com- 
mitted in the absence of lawfyl proprietors, residing on anotlier 
art of their property at the extremity of Cornwall. 
The jury, alter a short consultation, returned a verdict for the 
defendants. 





AT the above assizes a cause was tried, in which Ann 
Braund and Thomas Braund, [executors of William Braund, 
deceased,] were plaintiffs, and Arthur Kelly, the younger, 
Richard Eastcott, and Join Holman Lang, the partners of the 
late Tamar bank, at Launceston, were defendants. The action 
was brought by the executors, for recovery of the sum of 
150). and interest, secured by a promissory note, dated the SIst 
day of March, 1810, entered into by Mr. Benedictus Mar- 
wood Kelly, attorney at law, of Holsworthy, as agent to the 
defendants, which note was payable 21 days after sight, to 
William Braund or order, with interest at the rate of three per 
cent. per annum, to the day of acceptance ; if left one year, 
to pay three and half per cent. The plaintifl’s counsel 
having proved their case, the counsel for the defendant: 
called, as witnesses, Mr. Kelly, the agent, and Miss Juliana 
Kelly, his daughter, and the account which they gave, was, 
that about a month or six weeks after the promissory note was 
entered into, William Braund, the testator, applied to Mr. 
Kelly, the agent, for re-payment of the money, without bring- 
ing the note with him, or without having previously tendered it 
for acceptance, and that Mr. Keliy paid Brannd, the testator, 
the 1501, all in one pound ‘Tamar notes, on Braund’s promise 
to burn or destroy the promissory uote, so soon as he got 
home; that the ‘Tamar notes were counted four times, but no 
ieceiptor memorandum was signed by Braund for the money, 
and that, his pocket book not being large enough to hold 
the Tamar notes, Braund tied them in his pocket handkere 
chief, and his pocket, wherein the handkerchief was put, 
was afterwards pianed with three pins, by Miss Juliana Kelly. 
After some deliberation, the jury returned a verdict for the dee 
fendants. 

The decisionin this case is of no inconstderable importance 
to the public, as it may not be generaily understood that the law 
admits of parol evidence of the payment of a sum of money, 
for which a written security has been entered into, whilst such 
security remains uneancelled in the hands of the person, or of 
the representatives of the person, to whom the same was origi- 
nally given, 

LEICESTER ASSIZES. 
AT these assizes J, Pickering, the hostler at the Bell Fan. in 
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leftin his care for about a month, for which he demanded three 
guineas; but the decision of the judge, which it is of im. 
portance should be known, was, tiat hostlers, chamber-maids, 
waiters, coachmen, and guards, cannot compulsively obtain 
from their master’s customers any remuneration for their 
services, and that it is quite optional whether they shall be paid 
any thing, and how much, 








WAR IN POLAND. 


[THOUT pretending to form a conjecture what may be 

the event of the present contest between Russia and 
France, it is at least harmless to remind our readers of the old 
proverb, “ If your army is too small, you are beaten ; if too 
great,you are starved ;” and it may be amusing and instructive 
to consider what is necessary to support the force he has 
collected, and may give some notion of military difficulties. 
Buonaparte’s army ts calculated to consist of 


300,000 infantry 
50,000 cavalry 
50,000 followers 
400,000—this requires at & pound and an half of bread 
per day . - 600,000lb, 
per week - - 4,200,000I]b. 





The horses of this army, including, cavalry, staff, regimental 
y> e; y> : 
baggage, artillery, ammunition, commissariat, must amount to 
oo? y> > ? 
150,000; these ought to receiveeach 8lb. of corn to keep them 
in condition. 


Here, then, is required for horses, 
1,200,000 Ib. a day, or 
8,400,000 Ib. a week. 
For men, as above - - 4,200,000 
12,600,000 





Now we must add for drink, which must be transported, 
as beer, wine, and spirits, half a pint a day, or half a pound ; 
and of other eatable articles, beef and mutton, groceries, Kc. 
half a pound more. 


This makes - - -. 400,000!b. a day. 
Per week - - - 2,800,000Ib. 
Horses 
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Horses ought to receive at least 12lb. of hay a day: 


150,000 horses. 
12 





1,800,000 
7 


12,600,000 per week. 


Hay - - - 

For horses corn - - 8,400,000 
Corn for troops - - 2,200,000 
Wine and groceries, Ke. - 2,800,000 





Ib. 26,000,000 per week. 
Which is equalto tons 12,0000 
Now, suppose a horse will draw or carry 500 weight on the 
average, bad roads taken into consideration; and supposing, 
as ought to be the case, thatthe great mugazines are 50 miles 
in the rear, and that each horse goes 100 miles a week, 
this would require for transport of food only, 112,000 horses, 
See, then, 


To draw food - - 112,000 
For cavalry ~ - 50,000 
artillery - - 5,000 
regimental baggage . 5,000 
officers and staff ~ 4,000 
spare ammunition - 3,000 





179,000 horses. 


Tt is to be allowed that during the summer, the number of 
horses wanted will not be so great; but when the snow comes 
on in Russia the whole will be wanted. 

We are to add the difficulties of providing beef and mutton 
at half a pound a day—allowing each sheep at 50lb. weight, 
each bullock at 500!b. 400,000 persons at this average would 
require 1400 bullocks, and 14,000 sheep a week, which must 
be kept up in food “tll killed. 





CULTIVATION OF SEA-CALE, 


— the papers published in the last volume of the 
£\X Transactions of the Society of Arts, &c. was the follow- 
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ing account of the culture ef sea-cale, or sea-kale, by H. B, 


Way, Esq. of Bridport : 


“ The mode which I consider the best for the culture of 
sea-cale, is to draw lines in a very dry soil and dry situation, 
on ground witb a southern aspect, about two feet one way by 
about eighteen inches the other, and where the lines cross 
to put in three or four good pérfect seeds in a square or 
triangle, about three inches apart; this may be done any time 
10 November or December in open weatier, and it will require 
no other care afterwards but keeping the ground clear from 
weeds “ull the autumn of the following year, when all the 
plants but one of the finest in cach square may be taken up, 
which, if wanted, will serve to fourm other beds set the same 
distance apart. The ground in the intervals of the plants 
should be dug in the spring and fall of the year, taking care 
not to injure the plants. ‘The leaves should be left on the plants 
till they fall off naturally, which will not in geueral be sooner 
than the latter end of November. In the autumn of the second 
year the same attention should be paid to the plants, and to re- 
move the dead leaves. 

‘In the third year, about the middle or latter end of 
November, when the leaves have been cleared away, and the 
ground dug, each plant shéuld be covered over close with 
a tub, pan, « heap of small stones, coarse cinders, or coarse 
bark raised about ten or twelve inches over the crown of each 
plant, and, fiom about the latter end of February to the latter 
end ct March, tie plants will be very fine and fit for use. 
I prefer that which bas been bleached with our round sea gravel, 
about the size of large peas or beans, to any other mode what- 
ever.’ The plants should be cut but once in the year, as 
cutting it oftener weakens and lessens the size of ihe plants. 
If itis not desired to have the plants large, they may be bleached 
and cut a year sooner. 

“ T have sent a specimen of the sandy soil in which it 
grows naturally here, as I think the gencrality of gardeners 
are too caseiul, and manure the grouud too hi thly for it. 
In the month of April last, after cutting my plants, L covered 
the ground all over, at least six incbes above the crown of the 
plants, with this earth : the y svon shot up through it, and never 
Jooked fincr or produced a larger quantity of good secd than 
that year. 

“ [am thus particular ia order to show that this vegetable 


“1 1 


will succeed as well, if not better, in poor ground than in sich, 


provided the soil be dry, ond care taken in the manage- 
ment; [speak trom long experience, having been well acs 
quainted with the management of this valuable plant from my 
youth, When I cut the sea-cale for use, 1 immedintely 
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draw up the earth with a trowel, so as completely to cover the 
whole of the plant; this L fancy makes them grow more 
luxuriantly. This plant, if properly managed, is superior to 
asparagus, and if more is cut than wanted for immediate 
use, it will keep for some days in a pan of cold water, but of 
course it cannot be better than when recently cut. It precedes 
the use of asparagus, being ready for the table ia February and 
March.” 





State and Manners of New Zealand. 
[FROM THE LATEST ACCOUNTS.] 


ROM Mr. Murray, overseer of a party of sealers, who 

landed in Fouveaux’s Straits, October 7, L809, and arrived 
at Sydney, August 20, 1810, it is learned, that his party, 
with two others, one Jett in Molyneaux’s Straits, the other on 
the South Cape of New Zealand, had been reduced to great 
distress for want of food, the vessels they depended on fora 
supply not having arrived. 

From his long stay in Foveaux’s Straits, Mr.. Murray be- 
came tolerably conversant in the native language, which he de- 
scribes as totally different from that of the Bay of Islands, al- 
though the people of both places dress much alike, and are 
nearly similar in their manners. There were two swall towns 
on that part of the coast upon which his gang was stationed, 
each of which contained between twenty and thirty houses, 
each house containing twenty families. ‘These houses are 
built with posts, lined with reeds, and thatched with grass. 
They grow some potatoes, which, with their nuts, they 
barter with the sailors for any articles they chose to give in ex- 
change ; preferring iron or edged tools, none of which they 
had ever before had in their possession, ‘Those on the sea- 
coast live chiefly upon fish; their canocs are very inferior 
to those of the Bay of Islands, not exceeding 18 inches in 
breadih; but from 14 to 16 feet in length, which waat of 
proportion renders it unsafe to venture out any distance with- 
out lashing two of these vehicles together, to keep them from 
Upesetting, 

Their offensive weapons are stone axes of an immoderate 
size and weight, and large spears from 12 to 14 feet in length, 
which they do not throw; and as an unquestionable evi- 
dence of barbarity, Mr. Murray affirms, that when two factions 
take the field, their women are ranked in front of either 
liae,in which posture they attack and defend, the men level- 
ling their weapons at e ch other over the heads of the un- 


Q urtunate 

































































656 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


fortunate females, who rend the air with shrieks and lamenta- 
tions while the conflict lasts, and frequently leave more 
dead upon the field than do their savage masters. The van- 
quishers devour the bodies of their fallen enemies, and bury their 
own dead; and like the Gentoos, the women follow their 
husbands to the shades below. To their king or principal chief, 
whom they call the pararoy, they pay profound respect; and 
such was their deference to superior rank, that no civilities 
were paid to any of Mr. Murray’s people, unless he were 
present; and he also was honoured with the rank and title of a 
pararoy. 





An ANECDOTE. 


\ HEN his excellency Marshal General Lord Wellington 

approached Salamanca, he was received at the distance 
of a quarter of a league by a piquet of children, of from eight 
to nine years old, armed in that way which their streng:h 
admitted. On thé bridge, at the entrance of the place, was 
posted another picquet of children, of a similar age, witha 
band of music, which so delighted the great Wellington, that 
he dismounted and entered the place on foot, surrounded 
and followed by those guards of honour. At the gate of 
the fortress he was received by Governor Vives, and a general of 
division, amidst acclamations and repeated cries of “ Long 
live the liberator of Castile and Estremadura!” and was 
conducted, flowers being strewed all the way, to his apart- 
ments. The streets were completely ornamented, and from the 
windows were thrown upon the hero all sorts of flowers. His 
excellency, for the purpose of pleasing the people, remained 
at the window an hour and an half. A lady presented him 
with a nosegay, beautifully embroidered and surrounded by a 
border, on which were these words :—“* To the ever victorious 
and immortal Wellington, duke of Ciudad Redrigo; this is 
offered by a Spanish lady, grateful for the taking of the two 
bulwarks of Castile and Estremadura.” 





Reported Remedy for ihe Rhewnatism. 


T is said to be a specific for rheumatism, to apply a cabbage 
leaf tothe part aflecied. Chuse a periect leat; cut off the 
protuberant stalk at the bark, and place it on the part with a 
bandage of flannel at going to bed. Lt will produce a local 
perspiration, aud two or three repetitions will effect a cure. 
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REFLECTIONS, BY PASCAL, 


\ HY are we fickie, but. because we feel the irreality of 
‘Y tried pleasures, and have not felt the irreality of untried 
pleasures? 

Death is more easily borne than the fear of death. 

If we dreamt every night the same thing, we should attri- 
bute reality to these apparitions in the fancy. If we hear 
every day the same thing, we in like manner confound repeti- 
tion with evidence. What evidence but repetition have we of 
the phenomena of nature? 

Man is neither beast nor angel; and who aspires to play the 
angel but too ofien performs the beast. 

A natural style always delights: where we expect an author, 
tomeeta man is an, agreeable surprise. Plus poetice quam 
humane locutus est, is a form of censure which our journalists 
should oftener putin force. 

Tire Jast thing we find out in making a book is what ought 
to come first. 





Answer, by P. Ninnis, Jun. of Tavistock, to Amicus’s Question, 
inserted May 1). 


ET x= the depth of the precipice, b==16 1-3d feet, the 
4 space a heavy body falls through by the force of its own 
gravity,in one second of time (according to the proposer’s 


x 

supposition), in our medium of air near the earth; then f— 
b 

will be equal the time the stone was falling to the bottom of 


the precipice, because the times are as the square roots of the 
distances run over by bodies falling ina perpendicular descent. 
And xsecording to Amicus’s hypothesis sound flies 1140—_d 
feet in one second of time near the earth’s surface, therefore 


x 
—is equal the time the sound was returning. But by the ques- 
d 

d2 


x x 
tiony’/—==—. Whence by reduction s==——==982.S129 
b d 516 





Q 
feet the height of the precipice or eminence, as required. 
«ar We have received similar answers from J, C. Macey, of 
Plywouth; and F. L. Veysey, of Rackeutord. 


Vol. 52, 5G Answer, 
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Answer, by R. Witball, of Dartmouth, to H. Welsford’s Rebus, inserted the 
8th of Sune. 


L? EUTENANT, Sir, will serve to shew 
The deputy you had in view. 


*,* Similar answers have been received from Caroline Caines, of Lion’s. 
gate; R. Passmore, Sherwell ; T. Sherwill, at Plympton-school; J. Postle 
thwaite, of the royal marines; W. Terry, of Plymouth’; W. Snell, late of 
Crediton; J. Davey, of St. Ewe; and J, Miners, of Falmouth. 











Answer, by J. Grant, f Smitbaleigh, to J. Pitman’s Rebus, inserted Fune 15, 


ONATION often doth relieve 
he needy and distress’d ; 
And when they have the gift receiv’d, 
The donor then is biess’d. 


3 Similar answers have been received from J, Postlethwaite, of the royal 
mates; Caroline Caines, of Lion’s gate; R. Passmore, of Sherwell; J, W, 
of Charmouth; B. Belcher; and W. Bickham, of Spring Gardens, near 
Ashburton. 





Answer, by W. Terry, of Plymouth, to the Charade inserted June 15. 


M* ou a Virtuous path pursue, 
And be to BETSEY kind and true! 


+*+ We have received the like answer from F. L. Veysey, of Rackenford; 
R.j Passmore, of Sherwell; W. Bickham, Spring Gardens, near Ashburton; 
J. Davey, of St. Ewe; J. W. of Charmouth; Caroline Caines, of Lion’s- 
gate; and J. Postlethwaite, of the royal marines. 


4A REBUS, by H.C. Treffry. 


Monstrous fish you'll first select ; 
A sort of fence ye gents. detect ; 
A vowel then must next be found; 
My last you'll find in marshy ground: 
If you the parts join right and clear, 
What I oft use will make appear. 








A REBUS, dy F. Brown, of Sheptou Mallet. 


Foreign bird, ye gents. explain, 
And of the same three-sixths retain, 
My first will then be shewn; 
The gallant seaman at my next, 
W hen in the tempest he’s perplex’d, 
Doth labour, and not frown, 


Oh that my whole, throughout this isle, 

Might once more bless us with his smile, 
And strife and envy cease ! 

That warlike instruments no more 

May ¢’er be found on Albion’s shore, 
But everlasting peace, 


6 POETRY. 










































Coldridge. 
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MEMORY. 


eek memory! hail! thou that mak’st us review 
The days of our childhoodagain: _ 
Those gay happy hours that have bid us adieu, _ 

W hen we thoughtlessly stray’d o’er the plain. 


Midst life’s chequer’d scenes, when the days fleeting fast 
Proclaim the approach of old age, 

How pleasing it is to reflect on the past, 
If that time was in virtue engag’d ? 


What pleasure, what self-satisfaction it gives 
If man’s early days be well spent! 

With pleasure he dwells on the past while he lives, 
It insures him the bliss of content. 


Reverse, it brings sorrow, remorse, and despair, 
And man his past actions bewails: 

Oblivion’s dark veil would be welcom’d there, 
Where memory the conscience assails. 


Connubial felicity looks with delight 
On the years past in pleasures refin’d ; 
Bless’d mem’ry with transport that day brings to sight 
When Hymen its blessings entwin’d. 
But memory oft raises the sensible teary 
When it views with affection the past ; 
Contemplating scenes that were once held so dear, 
While time hastens on to the last. 


J. CHAPPLE. 





RETROSPECT OF EARLY HAPPINESS. 
BY MR, SOUTHEY. 


HY loves the soul on earlier years to dwell; 
When memory spreads around her saddefing spell, 


When discontent, with sullen gloom o’ercast, 
‘Turns from the present, and prefers the past ? 
Why calls reflection to my pensive view 

Kach trifling act of infancy anew! 

Each trifling act with pleasure pondering o’er, 
Even at the time when trifies please no more ? 
Yet is remembrance sweet, tho’ well I know 
The days of childhood are bot days of woe; 


Some rude restraint, rend sat tyrant sours 
The tranquil calm of chil 


ood’s easy hours; 
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Yes is it sweet to call those hours to mind, 
‘Those easy hours, for ever left behind; 

Ere care began the spirit to oppress— 

When ignorance itself was happiness, 

Such was my state in those remember d years, 
When one smali acre bounded all my fears, 





ODE FTO ECAHG. 


WEEN N at morn the shepherd’s clock 
' Warns him to his bleating tlock ; 
Ww hen at noon the feather’d choir 

Their dulcet so: BS to heaven aspire ; 
When at eve, adown the steep, 

‘The teny lowing heifers creep ; 

And when their pipes the shepherds play, 
I, list’ning, with sweet echo stray. 


When the trumpet sounds a battle, 
And the thundering cannons rattle; ; 
When the martial drum and tile 
Drowns the din of mortal strife ; 
When, along the crimson’d ground, 
Death unheeded stalks around ; 
Kcho, from her airy car, 

Mocks the cries of. wretched war. 


When black clouds the sky obscures, 
And the rain in torrents pours ; 
When the rolling thunder’s crashy 
And the vivid lightning’s flash, 
Strike with awe the trav’ler’s eye, 
(Emblem of a troubled sky ) 

ke cho sounding from afar, 

Mlocks the elemental jar. 


Fcho, sweet responsive maid, 

Queen of summer’s verdant glade, 
Down in yonder valley iow, 

Or upon the mountain’s brow y 

Where the rugged rocks arise 

‘Their tow’ring heads towards the skies, 
Or in the gloomy vavern’s cell ; 

Oh! there sweet echo deigns to dwell. 





SONNE T. 


i; AIL, placid eve! as faintly to the sight 
Thee I discern ia yon dim western sky, 
‘That beams around thy sober, soften’d light, 
And tells to nature thy mild reign is nigh. 
Come heavenly guest !..that low’st the silent hour, 
Sister of eve, meek twilight ! thee I woo: 
Come, and o’er anguish shed Lethean power, 
Chace spectr’d care, each bitter thought subdue. 
With balmy slumbers weary eye-lids close ; 
Hush’d is the scene, creation owns thy sway : 
Exhausted nature sinks to soft repose, 
‘The sweet refreshment from the toils of day. 
Sce at thy shrine, still eve! a suppliant bend, 
And oh! thy empire to this heart extend, 


C. H, Tr 
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